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I].—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


kura Darpan of the 23rd February complains that for about 

ee r a week or more a dead body has been lying upon 

A dead body not disposed of in the Darakeswar ghat where the road from Bankura 

eadicncrcnarae rsa town to Vishnupur crosses that river. yw body 

iti to the way- 
having undergone decomposition, its stench has become a nuisance 

raven ry residents of Surpanagar. ‘The body ought to be heanadiabaty 


d. ; 
are’ We have, writes the Hitavadi of the 24th February, written often 


and again on Kabuli oppression in the imufassal. 
Kabuli oppression in the mufas- Bands of Kabulis come down to the plains of 
= Bengal every year from beyond the North-Western 
frontiers and invade, so to say, every town and. village, as itinerant hawkers 
of wrappers and other ware which they buy cheap in the Calcutta markets 
and sell dear to the ignorant villagers. By gentle persuasion the induce 
villagers to buy their cheap ware anc borrow money from them ata high rate 
of interest, but when they go out to realise their dues, they assume a threatening 
attitude and compel the villagers to pay them off. ; If the villagers refuse to 
buy their ware, they force their ware upon them. ‘hey take up their quarters 
in the villages in gangs and abuse and annoy men and women and ill-treat 
them in various other ways till they compel them to purchase their ware. 
The Government ought to take steps to save the people of Bengal from this 
Kabuli oppression. The Englishman has done well to write upon this subject, 
and it is hoped that its writing will bear fruit. | 
3. The Bharat Mitra of the 27th February draws the Government’s 
attention to the article in the Englishman on the 
Kabuli oppression in the mufas- gppression of village people by Kabuli_ pedlars, 
- who go about the villages compelling villagers to 
buy their cheap ware at exorbitant prices. Ii the villagers fail to pay 
the prices at the appointed time, these Kabuli hawkers abuse them, beat them, 
and commit all sorts of outrages upon them. They even go the length of 
laying their hands on their wives and children. The police seems to be quite 
powerless in this matter. 
It is hoped that steps will be taken to put a stop to the Kabuli oppression. 


(b)—— Working of the Courts. 


4 A correspondent of the Charu Mihir of the 20th February writes as 
follows :— 

The Chairman of the Sherpur Municipality in 
the Mymensingh district had invited the Municipal Commissioners, the local 
zamindars and talukdars and other gentlemen of the place to be present 
in the compound of the Municipal office building on the 13th February 
last, in order to receive the Divisional Commissioner and the District 
Magistrate who were to have come there on that date on a tour of 
inspection. The gentlemen thus invited were accordingly present to re. 
ceive the two officials. But, strange to say, the Commissioner and the 
Magistrate did not speak a word to them and with countenances indicative of 


The Magistrate of Mymensingh. 


great displeasure went straight to the office room, from the door of which the * 
Magistrate sharply told everybody to go away. When the Magistrate and the 


Commissioner were seated in the room, some schoolboys formed a crowd on the 
ground to the north of the building in order to kave a look at them. But the 
Magistrate angrily ran towards them, and, failing to catch any of the school- 
boys, who fled away, threw down with a push of his knees Babu Surendra Nath 
Patranavis, who was standing in the school compound. When Surendra Babu 
stood up, the Magistrate again attempted to knock him down, but without 
re as Surendra Kabu ran away. Everybody is sorry for the Magistrate’s 
conduct. 
9. The Hitavali of - ~— February has heard complaints against the 
| fs ub-Reoistrar of Raniganj. His whimsical nature 
on se a whom. eee pny behaviour often cause great trouble and 
inconvenience to those whio huve to resort to his court for the transaction of 
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business. It is not known how far these complaints against him are well 
founded, but it is hoped that he will take care and will give no occasion for 
further unfavourable criticism of his conduct. ) 
6. A correspondent of the same paper writes as follows :— 
On the 13th February last the Commissioner of 
* the Dacca Division, accompanied by the District 
Judge and the District Magistrate of Mymensingh, 
paid a visit to the Sherpur Municipal office. There was a large gathering and 
a crowd assembled in front of the Municipal hall with the object of seeing the 
Commissioner and his European friends. ‘This crowd was dispersed by a peon, 
but a group of fifteen or sixteen boys who were standing at the back of the 
municipal hall was not dispersed. The District Magistrate seeing this crowd, at 


once flew into a rage and called out “f&Hi CA Bien, fezi cA SICA” (away from 


this place! away from this place!) ‘The boys took to their heels, but the 
District Magistrate pursued them and kicked one of tnem—a boy belonging 
to the family of a local zamindar. The Magistrate’s conduct has offended the 
Sherpur public. 

The Editor thus comments on the above:— 

We do not know how far the correspondent’s statements are correct. We 
do not feel ourselves inclined to believe that the District Magistrate, who is, so 
to say, md-bap of the people, would without cause kick a boy. If the above 
statements be false, we shall be glad to see them contradicted. 


The District Magistrate 0 
Mymensingh. 


(d)—LEducation, 


7. A correspondent of the Prativasi of the 27th February complains 
; ) that though the authorities of the Babuiia I. S. 
eae against the Calcutta Fii4h English school in the Khulna district sent 
Rs. 50 to the Registrar of the Calcutta University, 
as the fees of the five candidates who were to go up to the next Entrance 
Examination from that school, and held a postal acknowledgment for the 
amount signed by the Registrar and bearing date the 23rd January last, no 
separate receipt for each has yet been received. On the sending of a reminder 
to the Registrar, he replied that the fees in question had not been received. 
The fault certainly rests with the Registrar’s office; but who is to be made 
responsible if, in consequence of the carelessness of the Registrar’s clerks, the 
candidates lose one precious year of their lives? As the examination will 
commence on the 6th March next, prompt action in the matter is necessary. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


8. The Hindu Ranjika of the lst March complains against the Rajshahi 

as ae Municipality. The drains are not flushed; the 

she Papen eMepeny: streets are not watered. The main as well as the 

surface drains have become extremely filthy. The people have taken to water- 

ing the streets in front of their respective houses. Will they have to clean the 
drains as well? : 

9. The Basumati of the 2nd March complains of water-scarcity in 
the mufassal. The tanks have already dried up, 
and their water has become foul and muddy. The 
use of such water is already producing outbreaks of cholera and small-pox. 
The men of wealth and influence in the country are quite indifferent to this 
water-scarcity in the mufassal. They live in Calcutta and drink filtefed water. 
They do not care how the poor villagers live or fare during the prevailing 
water-scarcity. ‘The money that is wasted by these men on useless luxury may 
remove this water-scarcity in the villages, but this they will not do. As bor the 
Government, its duty seems to end with writing reports. And as for the 
patriots, their duty does not extend beyond declamation and harangue. 


Water-scarcity in the mufassal. 


: ar . ° . e . e e 
(9 \—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


10. A correspondent of the Hitavadi of the 24th February complains that 


the “11 up passenger,” which leaves Howrah at 
: 9 A.M., does not’stop at the Sheoraphuli station on 
the East Indian Railway. This causes great inconvenience to the passengers 


Two ralway complaints 
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war and other stations on the Tarkeswar line, who arrive at 
gather by the morning train, intending to goup. They cannot avail 
themselves of the “11 up passenger” and have to go either to Serampore or to 
Chandernagore to avail themselves of that train. Sheoraphali is a junction 
station, and the train under notice ought to stop there. — 

Another correspondent of the same paper complains that at the Howrah 
station the compartments in the up-trains are locked up ten minutes before the 
starting of the trains. This causes great inconvenience to passengers who come 
late. ‘Che jamadars in charge of the keys are not generally found after the 
compartments have been locked up, and passengers are put to great difficulty in 
getting into the trains. It 1s hoped that the railway authorities will remove 

of complaint. 

a ll. The Mihir-o- Sudhakar of the 24th February says that at 4 P.M. on 
the 21st February last, when the evening train 
from Bongong on the Bengal Central Railway was 
waiting at the Baraset station and when the train had yet two or three minutes 
to leave, some milkmen arrived in hot haste with their baskets of chhana in 
order to consign them in the train. The [Eurasian Railway Inspector was 
extremely angry at their late arrival and told them not to come near the train ; 
but as the men wore coming at great speed and could net at once stop, the 
Inspector ran up to them and beat them soundly. Subsequently, however, 
he took some baskets into the train ; the baskets of one of the men, however. 
whom he could not beat, were thrown away by him by a kick, and the whole of 
their contents was spoiled by being mixed up with ssorki. ‘The man knew not 
what to do and wept bitterly for his loss. ‘The railway authorities are request- 
ed to put a stop to such high-handed conduct on the part of their employés. 
The employment of educated natives belonging to good families in place of 
Eurasians is calculated to check all railway oppressions. 


12. The Sanjivani of the 25th February says that the Bengal and North- 
Western Railway’s new Provident Fund rules will 
deprive its employés of all future prospects. And 
the fact of the rules having a retrospective effect 
will bear with great hardship upon old employés, who will not get their accu- 
mulated bonus. The employés under this railway are not even accorded 
permission to apply for appointments under any other railway administration 
or in any department under Government. It is hoped that the Government 
will take pity on those employés. 


13. A correspondent of the Prativas? of the 27th February complains that 
a telegram which was sent on the 14th February 
a last by a gentleman in Calcutta to his son at home, 
within the jurisdiction of the Itakhola post-office on the Assam-Bengal Railway 
was not received by the latter till the 16th of the same month. The message 
was received at the Itakhola railway station on the very morning of the 14th, 
and, if it had been made over to the post office before 10 a.m., it would have 
been delivered to the addressee in the course of the day. But, thanks to the 
mismanagement prevailing at the railway station, the telegram did not reach 
its destination till the necessity for its transmission, namely, the keeping of 
conveyances for some female passengers at Itakhola, was over. 

The writer cannot help censuring the avarice of the authorities of this 
railway, who look after nothing else except their own revenue. This is 
perhaps the only railway line in India on which a station-master on Rs. 25 a 


A case of railway oppression. 


The Bengal and North-Western 
Railway's Provident Fund rules. 


A railway complaint. 


month has to do the three-fold duty of station-master, ticket collector and 


eran signaller. Some time ago a station master on this line complained of 
is work as being too heavy for one man, and was reprimanded. 


(4) — General. 


14, The Sanjivani of the 25th February writes as follows:— 


In obedience to the Venice Convention, the Gov- 
i _ ernment of Bengal has again been obliged to de- 

are Calcutta infected with plague. But the weekly death returns furnish no 
mg for alarm. ‘The number ot deaths in the town during the week ending 
the llih February was #90, and during the two preceding weeks 314 and 323 


The plague in Calcutta. 
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respectively. It is thus seen that the health of Calcutta is just now rather 
good than bad. The returns, however, show four deaths from plague during 
the week ending the 11th February and one during each of the two preceding 
weeks. According to the Englishman, there were nine deaths from pl 
within five days from the 18th to the 22nd February and three deaths on the 
93rd February. The writer cannot say what the nature of these plague cases 
was. If they were cases like those which occurred last summer, nobody need 
be alarmed. Eminent physicians hold that winter is the season when plague 
becomes virulent. But, strange to say, in Calcutta plague makes its appearance 
with the advent of summer. The Calcutta plague must, therefore, be plague 
of a strange character. 
The residents of Calcutta have had enough of the evil proceeding from 
plague. All that they now want is that they should be allowed to live in peace. 
15. The Prativast of the 27th February exhorts the Calcutta public not 
iin iiinetian = alarmed by Government’s declaration of 
ent "plague in Calcutta. Considering the cases which 
have up to this time occurred, there is no cause for fear that the disease will 
spread over the whole province in a virulent form. Besides, Sir John Wood- 
burn’s assurance, that even the poor residents of Calcutta, if attacked, will not 
be removed to hospital against their will, ought to remove every fear from the 
public mind. 
16. The Dainik Chandrika of the 27th February has the following :— 
— We have always said that the true plague never 
Plague declaration in Calcutta. = a neared in Calentta and that there was no pro- 
bability of its ever doing so. In this resp ct, therefore, we are at complete 
variance with the authorities, and we are sorry for the action of the Lieutenant. 
Governor in declaring Calcutta infected. We must, however, thank His 
Honour for the mild measures he has adopted for combating the so-called plague. 
17. The Basumati of the 2nd March has the following with reference to 
the Government's Plague Resolution :— 

The Government is doing what it ought to do 
and what lies in its power todo. We have got a sympathetic and kind-hearted 
ruler, and there can be no doubt that no oppression or outrage will be com- 
mitted by the plague officers. If anything ever goes amiss, the Lieutenant- 
Governor will set it right. The Government is doing its duty: let: us do 
ours. Let us obey the Government; let us help the Government by every means 
in our possession; let us bring the good intention of the Government home to 
the ignorant masses. Let no one be panic-stricken and fly. Fear is sure to 
make one catch the contagion of plague. Let no one fear anything. Let no 
one be misled by lying, disloyal, and low-minded people. If you ever be in 
fear, sing the name of Hari, and fear will no more come near you. 


The Plague Resolution. 


III.—LEeEGIsLATIveE. 


18, The Hifavadi of the 24th February has the following on the Contract 
Act Amendment Act :— 

The Hon’ble Mr. Chitnavis moved an: amend- 
| ment to the Bill, proposing to lay the burden of 
proving that an agreement was induced by undue influence upon the person 
who secks to have the agreement set aside on the ground of undue influence. 
Mr. Chalmers and other official members opposed the amendment on the 
ground that it would take away a principle which is vital to the Bill; that it 
would, in fact, emasculate the Lill and leave the law practically where it stands 
at present. We do not say that the arguments of the official members are 
worthless, but Mr. Chitnavis’s proposal seems to us to be more reasonable. It 
is natural to sympathise with the weak and the helpless, and no one wishes 
to see a poor helpless debtor ruined by his merciless creditor; but there are 
debtors and debtors, and all debtors are not honest men. Mr. Mehta was right 
when he said :—“ We are familiar with the piteous tales which are told of the 
helplessness of the raiyat gripped in the claws of the saukar bird of prey. But 
the picture is not altogether true to nature. The raiyat is no doubt illiterate 
and uneducated. But those who know him as he really is, and not as he exists 
in the Imagination of people who like to pose mt -bap to him, know that he 
possesses a very fair share cf shrewdness and intelligence and can negotiate & 


The amendment of the Contract 
Act. 
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pargain with the saukar with a clear comprehension of his interest and position, 
and even with some degree of cunning.” — es : 

To give and take loans is an essential feature of civilised society, and it 
would go against its interests if anything was done to throw an obstacle in the 
way of such transactions. If the debtor is given by the law an opportunity to 
injure the creditor, the giving and taking of loans will be obstructed. Mr. Chit- 
navis’s proposal would have given an honest creditor protection against a 
dishonest debtor without taking away from the debtor the protection given bim 
by the law against a wily creditor. The law by laying upon the creditor the 
burden of proving the validity of a contract will give rise to the practice of 
objecting, in almost all cases, to the validity of contracts for loans. | Mr. Chit- 
navis’s amendment would have provided against this evil without interfering 
with the legal protection given to the indebted raiyat against the wily 
money-lender. 

i9. The same paper has the following with reference to the Secretary 
of State’s reply to Mr. Roberts’s question in Par- 
liament anent the Calcutta Municipal Bill:-— 

The Secretary of State’s reply has given rise to some hope in our mind, 
but the conduct of the authorities here is increasing our fear instead of diminish- 
ing it. The Select Committee seem to be in a hurry to finish their work, and 
if their work proceeds as fast as it has up to this time done, it will not take 
the Bill long to become law. We hear that the European members of the 
Committee are proposing amendments which will have the effect of making 
the law more rigorous than it is in its original form. Under the circumstances, 
it is impossible for people to be comforted. All are now looking up to the 
Viceroy, and hope that he will protect them. 

20. The Dacca Prakash of the 26th February has the following :— 

The Bengal Tenancy Act has made it almost 

eer of the impossible for landlords to realise their dues from 
their tenants. Rent suits are so expensive that 

even when they are decreed, the landlord does not get enough to cover even 
his incidental expenses. In a suit for the realisation of so small a demand as 
Re. 1, one has to spend 0 muchas Rs. 20 or Rs. 25. This being the case, 
few landlords venture to institute rent suits against defaulting tenants. But 


The Calcutta Municipal Bill. 


expense is not the only difficulty in the way of realising rents. According to a 


High Court decision, the co-owner of a joint-estate is not entitled to an execu- 
tion sale against a defaulting raiyat. The raiyat against whom a decree is 
passed is ip sure to remove his movable property in collusion with his 
friends and relatives, leaving nothing for the landlord to attach; and if the 
landlord, in this case, happens to be the co-owner of a joint-estate, his decree 
proves of no earthly use to him, as he has no power to attach the raiyats’ 
immovable property. The co-owners of a joint-estate have little or no unity 
among themselves, and they seldom agree to jointly sue a raiyat for arrears 
of rent due to one among them. The shrewd raiyat is always clever enough 
to ingratiate himself with the most influential among the co-owners of a joint- 
estate and dissuade him from making common cause with his co-partners in 
rent suits filed by them against him. Section 188 of the Tenancy Act is thus 
clearly against the landlords. Again, under section 93 of that Act, applications 
for the appointment of managers of joint-estates have been. often rejected. 
It also often proves too expensive to keep such managers. The new states 
Partition Act, again, does not permit of the partition of a joint-estate paying 
a sadar gama of less than Rs. 10 a year. Most landlords owning joint-estates 
are thus precluded from attaching the immovable property of defaulting raiyats. 
These landlords are being graduully ruined, and the raiyats who thus cheat 
their landlords of their dues are growing more and more lazy and indolent, 
neglecting to properly till their lands. This being the case, it is extremely 
desirable that the ws rent law should be so amended as to give the honest 
landlord an efficient remedy against defaulting raiyats without injuring their 
interests. ‘his can be done by amending the law on the following lines :— 
_ __ If a landlord whose name is registered in the Collectors’ office, or a tenure- 
anne whose name is registered in the office of the zamindar from whom he 
olds the tenure sues a ralyat for arrears of rent, the Court should issue a notice 
against the raiyat, requiring him to pay the plaintifi’s claim, or, if he has any 
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jection against it, to make his objection after one month and within a month 
soko from the service of the calli and on the date fixed by the Court, 
If on that date the raiyat fails either to pay the landlord’s claim, or to make 
any objection against it, his property should be at once sold in the presence 
of the Court, the landlord being given the right to bid. Section 188 of the 
Tenancy Act should be repealed and the co-owners of a joint-estate should be 
given the right to attach the immovable property of a defaulting raiyat. 
The notice mentioned above may be sent by post in a registered cover. If 
the raiyat makes any objection against the landlord’s claim, the Court should 
require him to produce documentary evidence on a fixed date in support of his 
objection. If the objection is found to be valid, the suit should be dismissed, 
If it is not found to be valid, the suit should be decreed with costs in the 
plaintiff’s favour, wholly or in part, as the case may be. If the suit is 
decreed against the raiyat, he should have to pay the plaintiff’s claim within a 
month, and he should get a period of not less than fifteen days and not more 
than one month to clear off his debt. 


If the raiyat fails to pay the landlord’s claim or make any objection 
against it on the first appointed date, his property should be put up for sale 
on that date. If he makes an objection to the claim, then, on the second date, 
i.e., on the date fixed for the hearing of the objection, the raiyat’s property 
should be sold if his objection is not proved to be valid and is proved to have 
been prompted by a dishonest intention. If the raiyat’s objection is proved 
to be invalid, but not prompted by dishonesty, a third date should be fixed for 
the payment of the plaintifi’s dues; and if no payment is made on that date, 
the judgment-debtor’s property should be sold and from the proceeds thereof 
the plaintiff's dues should be paid, he giving a yer If the sale-proceeds 
are so that the plaintiff’s claim cannot be paid off and if the plaintiff does not 
happen to be the purchaser of the property sold, the judgment-debtor should 
be held responsible for the amount still outstanding. 


If after the sale the judgment-debtor deposits in Court, within fifteen 
days, the difference between the landlord’s dues and what he has got from the 
sale-proceeds of the property attached by him, compensation to the purchaser 
amounting to one anna per rupee, and the cost of sending to the purchaser 
and the decree-holder their dues by post, the Court will cancel the sale, giving 
notice of such cancelment to the purchaser and the decree-holder at the cost of 
the judgment-debtor. 


If after the sale the judgment-debtor proves that he was not served with 
the notice mentioned above, the landlord and the purchaser should be required 
to produce rebutting evidence on a fixed date. If on that day it is proved that 
the raiyat was not duly served with the notice, the sale will be cancelled and as 
between the landlord and the peon, the person trough whose fault the notice 
was not served will have to compensate the raiyat for his loss. If non-service 
of the notice is proved to have been due to the fault of the peon, he should also 
have to compensate the decree-holder for his loss. 


If the property of a raiyat is sold owing to the non-service of the notice 
mentioned above, he will have to make his objection to the sale within fifteen 
days from his coming to know of the sale. No ,objection to the sale will 
be heard after fifteen days from the purchaser taking possession of the property 
sold. The raiyat who iakseenly denies the claim of the landlord should be 
prosecuted for perjury. 

If the existing tenancy law is amended on the lines suggested above, 
realisation of rents by the landlord will be made more easy and less costly. 
The landlord will not harass the raiyat with unnecessary law suits, because law 
suits are always expensive, and no landlord will adopt such expensive and 
troublesome means of realising rents. The raiyat has been given enormous 
facilities for paying the landlord’s dues. He can pay the rent directly to the 
landlord’s agent or collecting peon; he can send it by post; he can deposit it in 
Court in case of dispute. If, in spite of all these facilities, the raiyat does not 
regularly and punctually pay rent, he should be prepared. to bear the conse- 
quences of wilful non-payment. 

According to the Tenancy Act, a non-occupancy raiyat can be ejected for 
non-payment of rent, and according to Act VIII of 1819 a paini right can be 
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for arrears of revenue. It is not right and equitable that occupancy 
ak ‘ould be allowed to ruin the landlords with impunity. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


nat and Urdu Guide of the 24th February writes that 
aie the efforts of the Government to dissuade Musal- 
The last Hyp. man pilgrims from going to Mecca by pointing out 
to them the dangers and difficulties of the journey, the quarantine rules passed 
by the Sultan and the necessity of their passing through a plague segregation 
camp in this country have been attended with success. From the North- 
Western Provinces and Oudh only seven men belonging to one and the same 
family have ventured to go to Mecca, while the Punjab has sent only a very 
mber of pilgrims. 
wes 4 The Hitavsdi of the 24th February has the following :— 
The Pioneer thus refers to the case in which a 
The Pioneer on the Quetta case. 77,5; has been fined Rs. 2 by the Cantonment 
Magistrate of Quetta for obstructing a European lady on the public road :— 

‘Tf Cantonment Magistrates pass orders of this kind, however, they must 
expect Englishmen to take the law into their own hands.” 

It is this Pioneer which never tires of advising the Government to gag the 
native Press. Our contemporary’s control over his tongue is, indeed, to be 
praised! Can the Pzoneer explain why a dhobi, who had no acquaintance what- 
ever with the European lady in question, should obstruct her on the public 
road? The natives of this country would fly from even a common Eurasian, 
and it is imposible to believe that a dhobi could have the courage to insult a 
European lady. The Pioneer’s writings are calculated to incite one class against 
another, and ought to draw the attention of the authorities. 

23. Referring to the case in which a native washerman on the North- 

' . _ Western frontier was fined two rupees for having 
ng Proneer on the washerman’ obstructed a European lady who was riding a 
bicycle, the Samay of the 24th February writes as 

follows :— 


The Pioneer is not only dissatisfied with the result of this trial, but is very 


much incensed at it. In its anger it says that if, in future, impertinent natives 
are accused of a similar offence and let off with a light punishment like that 
inflicted in the present case, the Anglo-Indian community will not seek the 
protection of the law courts, but will take the law into their own hands. The 
Pioneer has lost its temper on reading the version of the case published in the 
Beluchistan Gazette, according to which the impertinent washerman wilfully put 
himself in the lady’s way. But that version is very likely incorrect. The 
washerman may have unknowingly fallen in the lady’s way; or the lady’s 
fall from the bicycle may have been due to the latter not having been 
able to keep her balance. It is too much to believe that the native wil- 
fully obstructed the lady in order to enjoy the fun of seeing her fall from 
her bicycle. Granting, for argument’s sake, that the native wilfully committed 
the act, was not a fine of two rupees adequate punishment for his crime? 
If the Pioneer is offended at the lightness of this punishment, what becomes 
of its uprightness and honest indignation when Europeans, pisdéches (demons) 
in human shape and the disgrace to their country, shoot down natives for 
fun and escape scot-free or with a small fine? As for the European com- 
munity taking the law into their own hands, how will the Pioneer like 
the native community taking the law into their own hands on the ground 
that they seldom get justice in the law courts when they are oppressed by 
Europeans? Oppression of natives by Europeans is certainly much more 
common now-a-days than oppression of Europeans by natives. And if the 
Pioneer $ threat were carried out by the European community and the native 
community followed suit, the Anglo-Indian community would find themselves in 
a not very comfortable predicament. The Pioneer should know that the law is 
- achat and makes no distinction between white and black, rich and poor, high 

Ow. 

Has not the Pioneer laid itself open to the charge of inciting one section of 
Her Majesty’s subjects against another by writing asit has done? We wait 
to see in what light the authorities take its writing. 
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Uriyva PAPERS. 


24, The Sambalpur Hitaishini of the 14th December hopes that since His 
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal has 
made himself popular among the Uriyas by his 
kind words and gracious acts, His Honour will find his way to retain that 
opularity by re-introducing the Uriya language into the Courts of Sambalpur 
in the Central Provinces. Though transferred from the Central Provinces, 
His Honour may so exercise his influence over the Government of India as to 
secure the desired object. 


25. The Utkaldipika of the 17th December complains that there was some 
irregularity in the issue of iurbar invitation cards 
Invitation to the Durbar in to Jarge number of gentlemen among whom were 
Orissa. 
many pleaders_of the Cuttack bar, who were favoured 
with admission cards only. The writer observes that the issue of a few more 
invitation cards might have easily removed a great deal of heart-burning. 


26. The same paper is glad to notice that the sympathy with which His 

Honour regarded the Bhuvaneswar temple and its 

Sir John Woodburn’s popularity management during His Honour’s journey through 

ee that place and especially His Honour’s promised 

contribution towards the repair fund of that venerable institution have made 
His Honour very popular among the orthodox class of Hindus. 


27. The Utkaldipika of the 24th December is sorry to learn that a certain 
- number of valuable jewels were stolen from the 
Theft of jewels from the Puri temple of Jagannath at Puri, and hopes that the 
temple. *.% : 
manager and other temple authorities will take 
proper steps to recover the same, as the lost jewels belong to the general Hindu 
public, 


28. The same paper observes that His Honour’s remark in the late Cuttack 
Durbar that there was an excellent crop in Orissa 
this year was wrong, as the average crop of that 
province this year might be looked upcn as twelve 
annas. The writer is at a loss to determine the source from which His 
Honour received the incorrect information. 


29. The same paper is sorry to find that the Settlement Department in 
Orissa have supplied the zamindars in Orissa with 
khatians which are very vague, indefinite, and 
incomplete, compared with the old bhowria of the last settlement that was full 
of details and descriptions, and which will be of very little use to them in 
measuring their lands and deciding disputes among their raiyats without the 
assistance of the village maps. The writer therefore urges that Government 
should supply the zamindars with a set of village maps, free of cost or ata 
nominal cost 


30. Referring to the tour of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor iu 


a _ rissa, the same paper remarks that the people of 

.. ape Speeeianm Sat 08. 998 = Cul will be very thankful to His Bases if the 

Chaukidari Act is not allowed to come into force in 

that province. The writer further observes that the residents of Puri may be 

allowed to use country ganja as they have so long done, because that is an 

excise article to which they are accustomed and without which many of them 
must fall sick. 


Uriya as Court language. 


Sir John Woodburn on the 
crops in Orissa. 


The Orissa settlement. 


AssaM PApERs, 


31. The Paridarsak for the second fortnight of Magh 1305 (B.S.) is sorry 
ee learn that Mr. Wilson, Director of Public instruc- 
ite Unaiseition fotaen tion, Assam, will be transferred to Bengal, and 
Mr. Booth will take his place. Mr. Booth is no 

doubt a great mathematician, but during his tenure of office as Officiating 
Director of Public Instruction, he gave no proof of executive ability. He 
used to leave the charge of his department entirely to his subordinates, which 
was like placing a ship in the ocean without helm or rudder. 
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82. The same paper has the following in its 
The Assam Education Department. correspon dence column ™ 


To—The Editor, Paridareak. 


SIR 
You published two letters about “ Assam Education Department” in two 


cm 3 er in Bhadra and Aswin last. You will earn the 
one er He Pe ‘ee ees of poor and helpless officers by your kindly 
Senta the following few lines on the same subject, in an early issue of your 

journal. ; :, 

ee cae. it appears, was not furnished with the necessary 
information on the subject on which he wrote. Besides, having pointed out a 
few mistakes in the policy of the Government in the disposal of certain appoint- 
ments in the Education Department of this province he has again asked it to 
commit the same blunders in other ways. ‘To say the least, he has taken 
only a superficial view of the matter; and it 18 clear enough that he possesses 
only a poor knowledge of the internal management of the High Schools in this 
province and elsewhere. 

Why one school has successive good results to show for many years, 
whereas another under a more efficient Head Master cannot; (2) why 
the roll-number of a very successful school is gradually falling off; (3) 
whether the education received by the pupils in these institutions is the best 
that is possible—indeed, these are things which never engaged his attention. 

The amalgamation of the inspectional and instructional branches on the 
model of the Subordinate Educational Service of Bengal is undoubtedly 
a very good suggestion; for, if carried out, it will increase the chances of 
promotion of deserving Head Masters. But the creation of a prize appoint- 
ment of Rs. 250—which is not calculated to satisfy more than one officer 
at a time—and rewarding Head Masters with EK. A. C’ships are proposals 
which will not meet with universal approval. Besides, the officer whom he 
wishes to be specially encouraged by the acceptance of one or the other of his 
proposals has, according to his own statement, been already more than 
rewarded by his son’s appointment, whose next step would be a Head Mastership 
when his father retires, if not earlier. But can it be that the disadvantages 
mentioned above will be wholly or even partially removed by giving effect to 
these suggestions? And yet these are the things which should receive the first 
consideration of a Government willing to see a better state of things. 

Your correspondent is willing to see more M. A.’s in the Subordinate Edu- 
cational Service; so as vacancies occur in the higher grades they will at once 
be filled with M. A.’s of the Calcutta University, and there being but one M. A. 
among the teachers, the writer of this will have the satisfaction of seeing 
graduate masters and other masters of equal attainments, efficiency, and experi- 
ence, old in service, rot and vegetate in the same place for the same pay. 
Your correspondent forgets that some experience and practical knowledge of 
the art of teaching and management of schools, in addition to University 
qualifications, are absolutely necessary to make one a successful Head Master, 
or even a successful Deputy Inspector in the department. : 

Under the present scheme the Head Masters get from Rs. 100 to Rs, 200, 
2nd Masters from Rs. 65 to Rs. 80, 3rd Masters from Rs. 50 to Rs. 60, 4th 
Masters from Rs. 35 to Rs. 50, Sth Masters from Rs. 30 to Rs. 40, and 
so on according to the importance of the school to which they belong. Now, 
consider the scales of pay of the junior masters a8 Compared with those of 
Head Masters. And what are their prospects? The number of Government 
schools in the province is only ten, and among this class of officers are some 
B. A.’s, plucked B, A.’s, and F. A.’s, some of whom entered the department as 
4th or Sth Masters. They have been holding these places for years without 
receiving any promotion for a long time. Had they entered any office on a 
much lower scale of pay they would be much better off than several Head 
Masters by this time. If they choose to take service in private schools, some 
of them, I daresay, will be offered Second Masterships or Third Masterships of 
High Schools, and will not their position then be much more enviable? It 


goes without sa that the results of hool d d toa t extent upon 
the labour and ckill i dear aa uf aha ie 


of this class of officers, most of whom live on wretched 
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. Is it possible for them to work with anything like contentment ? It is for , 
aa Bovtod. that Mr. Clarke, when he was r of Schools, Assam, showed co 


greater consideration to this class of officers when enforcing his revised scheme 
in 1886, but much remains yet to be done in this direction. (If our wise 
and able Director, Mr. Wilson, now that he has taken charge of his department, 
submits a scheme for such improvements, we have reason to believe the liberal 
and enlightened Government of Mr. Cotton will not be loath to consider the 
urgency of such a reform in this neglected department of his administration), 
Of course, much depends upon the good management of a school by a Head 
Master, but whatever his qualifications, he alone does not and cannot do all for 
his school: the result or progress of a school is good only when the staff is good 
and aetive. But your correspondent has nothing to say, not a word to write 
about those who form the majority of the staff; he is the advocate of a policy 
which we characterise as “‘ carrying coal to Newcastle;” and we do not blame 
him, for this has become a fashion of the day. But the Bengali adage is “a 
crying child is sure to get suck;” and the only hope of this class of officers lies 
in such a belief. Ifthe scale of pay of Head Masters is to be raised, if their 
prospect is to he bettered, will not the paternal Government do something to 
encourage these poor men who, doing hard, monotonous duty as they do, may be 
said to have some affinity with the proverbial Brahmin’s cow—she should eat the 
least, but give the largest quantity of milk. What have you to say to this, 
Mr. Editor ? 

In our humble opinion, if the amalgamation of the two branches is to be 


effected, teachers who draw salaries from Rs. 40 to Rs, 75 should be placed in 1 
the same list with Sub-Inspectors drawing the same pay for similar reasons, and v 
there should be frequent transfer of teachers—this cannot take place under the 
existing arrangements—to the other branch to increase its efficiency. Several 
school-masters, I daresay, who like activity will prove very useful Sub-In- 
spectors of Schools. ‘To remove the disadvantages mentioned in the beginning of (3 )— 
this letter I would beg to submit:—(1) Where the results of a school have been 
bad for some years, enquiry should at once be made whether the staff of the 
school is incompetent; and if so, it should at once be strengthened or improved. : 


(2) Boarding houses should be constructed in connection with the schools 
which have none at present, and this may go to increase the roll-number in some 
schools. (3) There should be more frequent transfers of Head Masters—some 
Head Masters have spent almost the whole period of their service in the same 
place—for, where one fails to improve the status of a school another may succeed. aes 
(4) Deserving masters who get small pay should be more encouraged, and 
departmental examinations, moderating question papers, &c., should not, as now, ) 
be a monopoly of the Director of Public Instruction’s office clerks and higher 
masters, which latter have no better qualifications than that they occupy higher 

laces and are on the top. (5) And, last of all, if high education is to be a real 

lessing to the people, the rates of fees in all Government schools should be 
selec : the Government may not lose by the last change suggested. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, (4) « 
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